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council was in favour of adhering to the traditional sys-
tem of the monarchy, alliance with the sea-powers, Eng-
land and Holland ; and this course was warmly advocated
of the          ky the Emperor, who thought it advisable to

Emperor; acquiesce finally in the loss of Silesia, and to
seek to enter into more friendly relations with Prussia.
Very different was the opinion of Kaunitz, the youngest
member of the council, who, in a masterly
of Kaumtz.                majntained that whereas Austria had

hitherto had two great enemies to deal with, France and
the Porte, she now had three, and that of these the King
of Prussia was by far the most dangerous and irrecon-
cilable ; that Austria would never be safe until he was
crushed, and therefore that the recoveiy of Silesia was
an object never to be lost sight of. At the same time,
he added, it must not be attempted until Austria had
formed an alliance so powerful that, humanly speaking,
there would be no possibility of failure. Russia and
Saxony would probably join with her, but that would not
be enough, especially as Russian policy was too inconstant
to be depended on. As it was hopeless to think of in-
ducing England to concur in such an undertaking, he
recommended that every effort should be made to obtain
the alliance of France, which might perhaps be secured
by cessions in Italy or in the Netherlands. The idea
was not a new one, but Kaunitz was the first statesman
who ventured to put it definitely forward as the guiding
principle of Austria's foreign policy, and it was Kaunitz
who ultimately succeeded in carrying it out.

Wenzel Anton, Count, and afterwards Prince, of
Kaunitz Riethberg, was at the accession of Maria Theresa
Kaunitz's a young diplomatist in his thirtieth year.
career. He soon attracted the attention of his sovereign
by the clearness of his views and the lucidity of his
statements, and, after being employed in various offices